Fruit of the Spirit

-Patience- 

Gal. 5:22-23, James 1:1-12

______________________________________________________________________________
1. Patience Comes through Common Trials – v.2 “…divers temptations…”

· No matter how small the task, you must be patient and believe it all works together for good.

-“Dear Lord, give me patience, but please hurry!”-
· When you are patient in the little things, you’ll be patient in the big things.
· Simply put, patience is the art of hiding your impatience.
2. Patience Brings Completeness – v.3-4 “…perfect and entire wanting nothing.”

· God tries our patience through testing.
· Patience through trials grows us into mature Christians.

a. Count on it – “…count it all joy…”

· You can’t get away from trials. They are going to happen whether you want them to or not.

b. Know it – “…knowing this…”

· Trials are not obstacles, but rather opportunities.
· Ill. Bro. Jeremy locked out of car on visitation.
- “Patience is the companion of wisdom.” –       Augustine

· Gen. 16 – Abraham and Sarah became impatient.
· Perfect: Mature

3. Patience Brings Conquest – v.12 “…crown of life…”

James 5:7-11 “Be patient therefore, brethren, unto the coming of the Lord. Behold, the husbandman waiteth for the precious fruit of the earth, and hath long patience for it, until he receive the early and latter rain.
 Be ye also patient; stablish your hearts: for the coming of the Lord draweth nigh. Grudge not one against another, brethren, lest ye be condemned: behold, the judge standeth before the door. 
Take, my brethren, the prophets, who have spoken in the name of the Lord, for an example of suffering affliction, and of patience. Behold, we count them happy which endure. 
Ye have heard of the patience of Job, and have seen the end of the Lord; that the Lord is very pitiful, and of tender mercy.
·  During this time, Christians were being persecuted for their faith. Because of this, many were hoping Christ’s return would be soon. James reminds them to be patient for His coming.
· We endure trials so Christ is made manifest in us and so He will get the glory.
