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II Corinthians- Intro 

• In 146 BC the Romans totally destroyed Corinth, killing the 
men and selling the women and children into slavery.  
 

• We do not hear of Corinth again until 44 BC when a decree 
of Julius Caesar established Corinth as a Roman colony. 
Corinth was apparently first settled by members of Italian 
lower classes, ex-soldiers from a variety of ethnicities, and 
Greek, Syrian, Egyptian and Judean freed slaves.  
 

• The Roman period was one of continually increasing 
property for the territory. The stability provided by Rome 
allowed various industries to thrive more than Athens  
 

• Populated by 200,000 freeman and 500,000 slaves 
 

• Temple of Aphrodite was a dominant landmark-sex was 
part of their gentile worship 



II Corinthians- Intro 

Introduction to the Gospel in Acts 18: 1- 17 

Paul’s letter of I Corinthians was written from Philippi on his 
third missionary tour in preparation of his visit.  It was not 
received well by the Church. 

Problems with the Church in Corinth: 
Ch 1- Divisions  v. 10 

   - Contentions  v. 11 

   - Status ranking & pride  v. 15 

   - Status problems  v. 25- 29 

Ch 2- Misunderstanding placement of their faith  v. 5 

Ch 3- Carnal & babes  v. 1 

   - Envying, strife, divisions  v. 2 

   - Unaware of judgment  v. 13 

   - Glorying in man’s ability & wisdom  v. 21 
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Problems with the Church in Corinth: 

Ch 4- Misplaced esteem  v. 8- 14 

   - Puffed up  v. 18- 20 

Ch 5- Tolerant of fornication  v. 1 

   - Unable to judge/act  v. 2- 5, 13 

   - Unseparated  v. 9 & 11 

Ch 6- Taking fellow Church members to heathen court  v. 1, 6 

   - Asserting their rights  v. 7 

   - Unsanctified- living like prior to salvation  v. 9- 12 

   - Involved in prostitution  v. 15- 18 

Ch 7- Disharmony/disrespect in marriage  v. 3- 4 

   - Sexual misconduct in marriage- rest of chapter 

Ch 8- Over intellectual & uncharitable  v. 1 

   - Lacked deference  v. 12 

 



II Corinthians- Intro 

Problems with the Church in Corinth: 

Ch 9- Reserved in taking care of God’s man, because they were 

            unaware of God’s plan for Church finances 

Ch 10- Lusted after evil things  v. 6 

     - Idolaters  v. 7, 14 

     - Murmurers  v. 10 

     - Going to Church & still participating in old religion  v. 21- 22 

     - Self-centered  v. 24, 33 

Ch 11- Attending Church to judge each other  v. 16- 18 

     - Heresies  v. 19 

     - Mishandling the LORD’s Table  v. 20-34 

Ch 12- Pride & misplaced esteem caused them not to be able to 

  recognize gifts among them-  whole  (v. 7, 28- 31) 
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Problems with the Church in Corinth: 
Ch 13- Immature in their understanding of the true nature of God’s 

        love 

Ch 14- Disorganized Church services with: 

   -Tongues 

   -Prophesying 

   -Bible reading 

   -Singing  v. 26, 33, 40 

   -Women out of control  v. 34 

Ch 15- Without focus on the Gospel-  v. 2 

     - Disbelief in the resurrection-  v. 12- 14, 17 

     - Unwilling to die to the old life  v. 33 

     - Unwilling to make their mission, the portrayal of the  
  resurrection life  v. 34, 58 
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Problems with the Church in Corinth: 
Ch 16- Disorderly, undisciplined Church finances  v. 1, 2, 17 

     - Lack of focus on their main purpose- loving Jesus  v. 22 

 

Paul’s letter of II Corinthians was also written from Philippi in 
preparation for his visit to the Church when he received 
their response.  He focused on God & God’s grace 

 

 

GRACE=  God’s help, 

    when we need it, 

    to accomplish His will 
 


