F r u i t  o f  t h e  S p i r i t

G o o d n e s s
Galatians 6:22-23 – Romans 7:7-25

_____________________________________________________________________________________

· “I have shown thee, O man, what is good…”

1. T h e  P r o b l e m  w i t h  G o o d n e s s  - S i n - v14, 17-18, 21
Rom. 3:12 “They are all gone out of the way, they are together become unprofitable; there is none that doeth good, no, not one.”  
Rom. 5:12 “Wherefore, as by one man sin entered into the world, and death by sin; and so death passed upon all men, for that all have sinned:”
· If it wasn’t for sin, we wouldn’t need grace; but because sin exists in every individual, we are forced to battle it every day. 
Isa. 64:6 “But we are all as an unclean thing, and all our righteousnesses are as filthy rags; and we all do fade as a leaf; and our iniquities, like the wind, have taken us away.
Jer. 13:23 “Can the Ethiopian change his skin, or the leopard his spots? then may ye also do good, that are accustomed to do evil.”
· You can’t change the fact that you are a sinner. It is a burden we all must bear. 
2. T h e  P a t h w a y  t o  G o o d n e s s 
a. Desire – v22-23
· You must develop a desire to do good. 
b. Determination – v18
· It is a mental battle. You must determine in your mind to overcome your sinful habit. 
c. Despair – v24

· Paul realized that he was worthless and wretched because of sin.
d. The Deliverer – v26-8:1-2
· You cannot do it by yourself (I, me, my 40 times) 
· Walk after the Spirit

· Law of sin and the Law of the spirit

3. T h e  P a r t i c i p a t i o n  o f  G o o d n e s s 

a. The Difference
John 3:5-6 “Jesus answered, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born of water and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God. That which is born of the flesh is flesh; and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit.”
 II Cor. 5:17 “Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed away; behold, all things are become new.”
b. The Display 
1) Barnabas

Acts 11:24 “For he was a good man, and full of the Holy Ghost and of faith: and much people was added unto the Lord.”
2) Jesus Christ
· Jesus displays Gods goodness to us when He died for us.
· The goodness of God leads us to repentance.
c. The Donor

Exodus 34:6 “And the LORD passed by before him, and proclaimed, The LORD, The LORD God, merciful and gracious, longsuffering, and abundant in goodness and truth,”
James 1:17 “Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, and cometh down from the Father of lights, with whom is no variableness, neither shadow of turning.”
